* NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL-INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

G nga.mil | 571-557-5450 | mediarelations@nga.mil | FB: NatiGEOINTAgency | @NGA_GEOQINT
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE No. 2024-01

January 8, 2024

Contact

Media Relations

Phone: (571) 557-5450

Email: mediarelations@nga.mil

NGA, NSIN host $1M challenge for forecasting IUU fishing

SPRINGFIELD, Virginia — The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency and the National
Security Innovation Network are hosting a prize challenge to identify innovative solutions from
across the commercial and academic communities to forecast global maritime vessel traffic
involved in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.

IUU fishing is a key contributor to the decline and potential collapse of fisheries, threatening the
stability of economies, food systems and ecosystems regionally and worldwide.

The challenge is open to U.S. citizens, U.S.-owned and operated companies, institutes of higher
learning and start-ups. Applicants may submit as individuals, teams or partnered teams.

“We are using a challenge format with a $1 million prize pool to tap into innovative thinking
outside of our traditional acquisition process,” said Ronzelle Green, Ph.D., director of NGA
Research. “As a global leader in maritime domain awareness, NGA always looks for fresh, time-
saving solutions, and the agency views the challenge as a way to expand partnerships.”

A unique aspect of the 1UU fishing challenge is that it will involve only unclassified data and
methods, which will enable NGA to share information faster and easier across the government
and with international partners.

You can find more information about the prize challenge, including eligibility requirements, prize
details, a schedule of key challenge dates and instructions for applying here.
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About NGA

NGA delivers world-class geospatial intelligence that provides a decisive advantage to policymakers,
warfighters, intelligence professionals and first responders.

NGA is a unique combination of intelligence agency and combat support agency. It is the world leader in
timely, relevant, accurate and actionable geospatial intelligence. NGA enables the U.S. intelligence
community and the Department of Defense to fulfill the president’s national security priorities to protect
the nation.
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For more information about NGA, visit us online at nga.mil, Instagram, LinkedIn, Facebook and X/Twitter.

About NSIN

NSIN is an unrivaled problem-solving network in the U.S. Department of Defense that adapts to the
emerging needs of those who serve in the defense of our national security. We are dedicated to the work
of bringing together defense, academic and entrepreneurial innovators to solve national security problems
in new ways.

For more information about NSIN, visit nsin.mil, Facebook, X/Twitter, and LinkedIn.
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