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A Changing Landscape

The Arctic is becoming a region of
strategic importance; its icecap is
diminishing and human activity driven by
economic opportunity is increasing in
response to the area’s growing
accessibility. Some countries are trying
to take advantage of the more accessible
area that is emerging as a source of
natural resources as shipping corridors
become more apparent.
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Names and boundary representation are not necessarily authoritative.
Sources: National Snow and Ice Data Center, NOAA GFDL CM2.1, US Geological Survey CARA, US Navy
Task Force Climate, International Hydrographic Organization, International Oceanographic Commission.
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