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Think of it as a time-out room 
for satellite interference. The 

radio frequency anechoic 
chamber at the Technical 

University of Denmark is one of 
the European Space Agency’s 

first stops when it comes to 
calibrating satellite antennas. 

Buffered by a steel Faraday 
cage to block out interference 

and foam pyramids to keep 
radio waves from bouncing 
around the room, engineers 

have an almost perfect 
environment to measure 

signals coming directly from 
the antenna and  

make adjustments.  
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Is that 9,000-year-old interior 
design or world’s oldest map? 

Archaeologists are debating 
whether a mural at the ancient 
Catalhoyuk settlement depicts 

a leopard skin or an erupting 
volcano. Aiming to prove the 
latter, a team of researchers 
collected samples from the 
volcano allegedly depicted 
in the painting and proved 

an eruption did occur 9,000 
years ago. While the debate 

continues, this scientific 
proof is encouraging to those 

interpreting the mural as 
a depiction of the volcano 

created during a period 
thousands of years before 

other accepted maps. 
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File under “things that are 
surprisingly easy to miss.” 
An asteroid crashed off the 
eastern coast of Mexico 65 
million years ago, causing the 
extinction of the dinosaurs. 
The resulting crater – about 
100 miles across – was buried 
under debris and marine 
sediment, rendering it nearly 
invisible. Researchers used 
multi-beam sonars to examine 
an immense underwater 
cliff, comparable to the 
Grand Canyon, in the Gulf of 
Mexico and created the first 
detailed map of the area. 
They hope that analysis of the 
sedimentary rock layers will 
yield clues about this massive 
impact event.
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Power to the people, or aliens, 
whatever. A space-funding 
company is hoping that selling 
the naming rights of the 
500,000 craters for as low as 
$5 will yield enough to fund 
grants in space exploration, 
research and education. 
The “People’s Map of Mars” 
won’t be sanctioned by the 
International Astronomical 
Union, the official body 
authorized to select names for 
celestial bodies, but a nonprofit 
aiming to land four astronauts 
on Mars in 2025 plans to use 
the map to navigate the  
Red Planet. 
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Rollin’ on the river. In its first 
360-degree image of a U.S. 
river, Google Street View, 
partnered with the American 
Rivers advocacy group, brought 
300 miles of whitewater rapids 
and remote canyons along the 
Colorado River to armchair 
rafters. This is a cost-effective 
alternative to in-person trips 
down the river, which can cost 
up to $3,000 and are only 
available through a highly 
competitive lottery system. 
However, American Rivers 
hopes the true value comes 
from encouraging interest in 
the river’s preservation. 
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Police in Queensland are 
using a handheld mapping 

scanner, previously used 
to map the interior of the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa, to 

create 3-D diagrams of crime 
scenes. This technology has 

the potential to save time. 
3-D maps can be generated 
in 20 minutes, reduce crime 

scene contamination and 
provide access to  

hard-to-reach areas. CSI: 
Laser Mapping? 

Map is for illustrative purposes only.
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Cue the Kenny Loggins music, 
populations of leatherback 
turtles are swimming the 
underwater highway to nine 
danger zones in the Atlantic 
Ocean. Satellite data collected 
over a period of 10 years 
revealed where the turtles are 
most vulnerable to unintended 
capture by fisherman. 
Researchers hope to 
incorporate this data into future 
maps and create predictive 
tools to assist fisherman in 
determining where to fish. 
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