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Liquid Fire
The flame thrower consisted of a pressurized tank which had one compartment 
for nitrogen gas and another for petrol. A rubber hose with a metal nozzle 
allowed the contents to be directed at the enemy in near or far bursts (twenty-
five to one-hundred meters). Flame throwers were very effective tools of war 
against pillboxes, dugouts, and trenches. Shown is an aerial photo of a section 
of smoldering battlefield, clearly displaying the effectiveness of French flame 
throwers in holding back the enemy (circa 1918).

www.nga.mil

The Great War

No. 57

The Big Four
The Paris Peace Conference (January 18, 1919 – January 21, 1920) brought 
together the WWI adversaries after more than four years of war. Although attended 
by more than one-hundred nations, the major decisions were made by the “Big 
Four”— the United States, Britain, France, and Italy. The most notable outcomes 
were the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations. Shown here are leaders of 
the Big Four, (L to R), David Lloyd George, Britain; Vittorio Orlando, Italy; Georges 
Clemenceau, France; and Woodrow Wilson, United States. 
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Treaty of Versailles
The Treaty of Versailles formally ended World War I, although not all nations, 
including the United States, signed it. Several other treaties were required to 
bring the war to full closure. On June 28, 1919, in the ornate setting of the Hall 
of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles, Prime Minister Georges Clemenceau of 
France signs the treaty. While the treaty officially ended the war and brought 
a much needed peace to Europe, the treaty is thought by some to contain the 
seeds that sprouted World War II.
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Camouflage
Aerial photography introduced a new dynamic to combat—armies now had to disguise 
their movements, weapons, supplies, and the like to avoid detection from above. 
Camouflage became a critical weapon in defeating aerial imaging. The mission to 
design camouflage for the US Army was given to Company “A” of the 40th Regiment of 
Engineers. General Charles Summerall, commander of the Field Artillery Brigade of the 
1st Division, was recorded during the war saying, “Camouflage is next in importance to 
ammunition to artillery.” Shown are US Army trucks with camouflage netting.
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III Corps Observation Group
After WWI ended, the arduous task of bringing the troops home could finally 
begin. Shown is an aerial photo taken by the 90th Aero Squadron over Dun-sur-
Meuse, Lorraine, France, capturing a column of victorious American III Corps 
Infantry beginning their long march home in late 1918.
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