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Allenby in Palestine
In June 1917, General Edmund Allenby, fresh from his command of the British 
3rd Army at Arras and Vimy Ridge, led the British forces in Egypt. In October 
his attack on German and Ottoman forces in Palestine at Gaza opened with an 
artillery barrage from more guns per yard of front than the Allies had used since 
the Battle of the Somme. Aerial imagery and photo interpretation successfully 
directed this artillery action. Shown is an aerial photograph of Mount Olivet near 
Jerusalem a typical example of aerial intelligence during the war.

www.nga.mil

The Great War

No. 33

American Troops in London
The United States entry into the war was welcomed by the Allies as America’s 
military power and industrial might were desperately needed after the losses at 
the Somme and Verdun. Shown are American troops, led by a marching band 
and cheered by onlookers, crossing the Westminster Bridge over the River 
Thames in 1917, on their way to the Western Front. Visible in the background is 
the famous Palace of Westminster, home of Great Britain’s Parliament. 
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The Hindenberg Line
After a crushing defeat at Verdun, France in 1916, the Germans began erecting 
protected battle positions, roughly a mile behind a system of trenches, barbed 
wire, obstacles, and hidden command posts. The Germans began construction 
in September 1916 on the Hindenberg Line, a defense system that ran from 
the Belgian coast to Chemin des Dames, north of Paris. The Hindenburg Line 
was broken before the massive Allied offensive of September 1918. Shown is a 
portion of the Hindenberg Line near Bellicourt, France in October 1917.
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Battlefield Photography
Early battlefield photography was a grueling process due to the heavy 
weight of the equipment and the difficult shooting conditions. Shown are two 
photographers sitting on the parapet of a British Mark V tank, holding their tripod 
and field camera. The parapet contained the armaments that made the tank so 
deadly in battle. The early tank armaments, side mounted rather than on top, 
lowered the profile and improved stability and balance of tanks when traversing 
trenches or other rugged terrain.

www.nga.mil

The Great War

No. 34

Th
e 

Bo
ls

he
vi

k 
Re

vo
lu

tio
n

Ho
pi

ng
 t

o 
pr

om
ot

e 
un

re
st

, t
he

 G
er

m
an

s 
tr

an
sp

or
te

d 
th

e 
B

ol
sh

ev
ik

 l
ea

de
r, 

V.
I. 

Le
ni

n,
 f

ro
m

 e
xi

le
 i

n 
Sw

itz
er

la
nd

 t
o 

St
. 

Pe
te

rs
bu

rg
, 

Ru
ss

ia
 i

n 
Ap

ril
 1

91
7.

 
In

 J
ul

y 
a 

pr
ov

is
io

na
l 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

un
de

r 
Al

ek
sa

nd
r 

Ke
re

ns
ky

 r
ep

la
ce

d 
th

e 
Ru

ss
ia

n 
Ts

ar
, 

bu
t 

Le
ni

n 
an

d 
th

e 
co

m
m

an
de

r 
of

 B
ol

sh
ev

ik
 f

or
ce

s,
 L

eo
n 

Tr
ot

sk
y,

 
se

iz
ed

 p
ow

er
 i

n 
N

ov
em

be
r 

19
17

. 
As

 t
he

 w
es

te
rn

 
Al

lie
s 

w
at

ch
ed

, L
en

in
 p

ul
le

d 
th

ei
r 

Ru
ss

ia
n 

al
ly

 o
ut

 o
f 

th
e 

w
ar

, s
ig

ni
fic

an
tly

 c
ha

ng
in

g 
th

e 
st

ra
te

gi
c 

pi
ct

ur
e.

 
Sh

ow
n 

ar
e 

Bo
ls

he
vi

k 
fo

rc
es

 s
to

rm
in

g 
th

e 
Ts

ar
’s

 
W

in
te

r 
Pa

la
ce

 in
 S

t. 
Pe

te
rs

bu
rg

.
w

w
w

.n
ga

.m
il

Th
e 

Gr
ea

t W
ar

No
. 3

7

Ae
ria

l C
la

rit
y

Th
e 

cl
ar

ity
 o

f c
en

tu
ry

-o
ld

 a
er

ia
l p

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
 is

 o
fte

n 
as

to
ni

sh
in

g.
 S

ho
w

n 
is

 a
 r

ec
on

na
is

sa
nc

e 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

 
fr

om
 J

ul
y 

22
, 

19
17

, 
w

hi
ch

 s
ho

w
s 

th
e 

op
po

si
ng

 
tr

en
ch

es
 b

et
w

ee
n 

Lo
os

 a
nd

 H
ul

lu
ch

 i
n 

Ar
to

is
, 

Fr
an

ce
. 

C
le

ar
ly

 v
is

ib
le

 a
re

 t
he

 t
re

nc
h 

sy
st

em
s 

- 
Ge

rm
an

 tr
en

ch
es

 a
re

 lo
ca

te
d 

on
 th

e 
rig

ht
, a

nd
 B

rit
is

h 
tr

en
ch

es
 a

re
 a

t t
he

 u
pp

er
 le

ft.
 A

ls
o 

vi
si

bl
e 

is
 th

e 
va

st
 

ar
ea

 b
et

w
ee

n 
tr

en
ch

 li
ne

s,
 c

om
m

on
ly

 r
ef

er
re

d 
to

 a
s 

“N
o 

M
an

’s
 L

an
d”

. T
ak

e 
no

te
 o

f t
he

 v
er

tic
al

 li
ne

 to
 th

e 
le

ft 
of

 c
en

te
r, 

w
hi

ch
 is

 a
 p

re
-w

ar
 r

oa
d. w

w
w

.n
ga

.m
il

Th
e 

Gr
ea

t W
ar

No
. 3

6

✁

✁


