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Artillery in East Africa
Breech loading 5.4-inch (field) howitzer was a British Army artillery piece, based 
upon a 5-inch howitzer and modified for Britain’s Indian Army’s duties in Northwest 
Frontier. With a range of 4,800 yards and in shrapnel mode, the cast steel 60-lb. 
shell housed 350 metal balls. Shown, is the 5.4-inch howitzer with gunners. These 
weapons saw combat in East Africa, 1916–1917. Manned by British Territorial Force 
crews, 5.4-inch howitzers contributed to the destruction of the last powerful rapid-
fire 4.1-inch gun from the scuttled German cruiser, SMS Konigsberg.
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Becoming Royal Artillery
Artillery dominated trench warfare. Royal Garrison Artillery (RGA) controlled siege 
artillery, and its inventory included 8-inch howitzers. Marks I to V were effective, 
but improvised naval ordnance. To remedy this, RGA directed Vickers to produce a 
purpose-built, 8-inch howitzer. In 1916, Mark VI arrived; VII and VIII followed. Shown, 
breech-loading BL 8-inch howitzer — probably Mark V. With short barrel and two recoil 
tubes, the breech is a Welin stepped interrupted screw. It fired one high explosive 
round to five miles. With steep trajectory (plunging fire), the focus was counter-battery.

www.nga.mil
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Map Mosaic in Palestine
Resourcefulness in the field is evident as British soldiers in Palestine set up an 
outdoor studio to create a photograph of a mosaicked map. A crate is used for a 
camera platform and the map is affixed in pieces to a board propped up against a 
temporary field shed. Atop the shed, a soldier welds a sun screen to evenly shade 
the map for proper exposure and to keep the sun from entering the camera lens.  
Another soldier holds a piece in place.

www.nga.mil
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German Anti-Tank (AT) Rifle
The 13.2mm AT rifle was the conflict’s lone anti-tank rifle. Somme, 1916, marked the 
inaugural for tanks. Tank performance was wanting, but Germany initiated work on 
an AT rifle. In 1917, Britain’s Mark IV tank debuted at Messines. It represented major 
improvements, providing additional impetus for AT rifle development. Operational by 
1918, two crewmen fired high-velocity, large-caliber anti-tank rounds, penetrating 
20mm armor at 100m. Shown two New Zealanders hold the 66in T-Gewehr; single-
shot, bolt-action weapon weighing 41 lbs., July 1918.

www.nga.mil
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